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UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Dear Friend,

| am pleased to share this following resource guide regarding how to request
Community Project Funding through the annual appropriations process. This guide
is an effort to streamline the process and provide you with the best information
available in a clear and concise format. As a Member of the House Appropriations
Committee, my team and | are committed to creating a fair and equitable process
that will be beneficial to Maryland's Sixth Congressional District.

In this guide, you will find an overview of the appropriations process, the
Community Project Funding process, answers to many frequently asked questions,
my staff contact information, and a brief overview of alternate federal funding
sources.

My team and | are looking for your recommendations on Community Project
Funding requests that will benefit those who live and work in Maryland's Sixth
District. These projects should fill a clear and present need in the community, be
administered by local government or eligible nonprofit leadership, and enjoy
significant support from the community.

As you prepare your requests, please keep in mind that my office will receive far
more Community Project Funding requests than can be fulfilled. As a result, many
deserving, appropriate, and eligible projects will not be provided federal assistance
in fiscal year 2024. That is why it is extremely important that every project and
requester pursue other grant and federal/state/local funding opportunities where
available, including applying for Congressionally Directed Spending from Senators
Cardin and Van Hollen. My team and | are here to help you secure this funding.

Thank you again for your interest in this year's Community Project Funding process.
| look forward to working with you to bring needed federal resources to Maryland'’s
Sixth Congressional District.

Sincerely,

e

David Trone
Member of Congress
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Staff Contact List

Please submit all FY 2024 Appropriations requests through my office's form
at https://trone.house.gov/appropriations-requests/

e The deadline to submit Programmatic and Language Requests is
5:00pm on March 17, 2023

Please submit all FY_2024 Community Project Funding requests through
my office's form at https://trone.house.gov/appropriations-requests/

e The deadline to submit a Community Project Funding request for
FY2024 will be DATE. All materials must be submitted no later than
5:00pm on March 15, 2023*

*NOTE*: If you need more time to procure pieces of Community Support, please
let my team know in advance. My team will work with each requestor on an
individual and as needed basis.

For specific questions, please reach out to my staff below:

e Taylor Donoghue, Deputy District Director
o Taylor.Donoghue@mail.house.gov
e Krista O'Neill, Deputy Chief of Staff (DC)
o Krista.ONeill@mail.house.gov
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Overview of the Appropriations Process

Each year, the United States Congress considers and enacts annual appropriations
bills, which provide the federal government with the funding it needs to operate.
These bills fund numerous activities, including government operations, medical
research, national defense, infrastructure, and education. The appropriations process
begins with the release of the President’'s Budget request, due the first Monday in
February but Presidents of both parties typically release a late budget. Then the
authorizing and appropriations committees hold hearings to consider the
President's request before writing their own bills - this process typically occurs
during the Spring.

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, | want to ensure that the
federal government invests in the policies and programs that help move our
communities, state, and country forward. That's why it's important | hear directly
from you about what our federal budget should prioritize.

You or your organization may submit programmatic or language requests.
Programmatic requests include funding for specific federal programs that are
important to you or your organization. Language requests include specific policy
directives to federal agencies.

We ask that you submit your programmatic or language requests by our
deadline. You and your organization should begin developing your request well in
advance to ensure that your request is submitted properly and tailored to the needs
of your project. As you develop your request, please feel free to contact my staff and
use this resource guide to ensure your project request meets all requirements.

In order to submit a request, please complete the formm on my website at
https://trone.house.gov/appropriations-requests. We cannot guarantee that requests
submitted after the deadline noted on my form will be considered. If you have
problems or questions while completing these forms, please feel free to contact my
staff. My staff is unable to forward request forms to other Congressional or Senate
offices.

My team will review each request. The entire appropriations process can take several
months. Appropriations bills approved by the House Appropriations Committees
must be agreed to by both the House and Senate, and signed into law by the
President before the end of the fiscal year on September 30th; however, the process
often extends beyond this date (using a process called a Continuing Resolution).

Your patience during this lengthy and arduous process is greatly appreciated.

Office of Rep. David Trone 6


https://trone.house.gov/appropriations-requests

Overview of the Community Project Funding
Process

The House Appropriations Committee will be accepting Community Project
Funding requests for Fiscal Year 2024. These requests will be funded through the
numerous government funding bills.

My team and | are looking forward to recommending important local projects for
federal funding this year. However, it is important that you know how this process
will work this year.

First, you should know that my team and | expect to receive hundreds of requests
for funding. While it's my goal to fund as many projects as possible, Members of
Congress can only submit 15 requests to fund Community Projects, and we cannot
guarantee what will be funded.

Second, it is important that any request you make satisfies every requirement laid
out by the House Appropriations Committee. Generally, accounts have the same
requirements and application needs as regular federal grants of the same name. My
team also encourages you to apply for the grant of the same name separately from
this process.

Most importantly, each request must include demonstrated community support.
You will be required to submit evidence of community support, including (but not
limited to):

- Letters of support from elected community leaders

- Press articles highlighting the need for the specific project

- Resolutions passed by local/county/state governments

- Projects listed on community development plans, state intended use plans,
and other publicly available planning documents

- Support from local newspaper editorial boards, etc.

Additional requirements are listed below:

- A financial disclosure statement from myself certifying that neither my
immediate family nor | have any financial interest in the proposed project.

- Projects must be tied to existing Federal Authorization Law.

- No funds can be used by for-profit recipients.

- Matching funding must be available for each project from the state/local
government (matching funding does NOT have to be in-hand, but officials
must have a plan to fund in order to meet this requirement).

- Each project is funded only for FY 2024.
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In the interest of transparency, all Members are required to post all Community
Project Funding requests submitted to the committee on their website. The posting
must include the name of the proposed recipient, the address, the amount of the
request, and an explanation of the purpose and justification for the use of taxpayer

funds.

As more information becomes available, this guide will be updated.
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Data and Lessons from FY 23 Changes for FY
24

For the FY23 Community Project Funding Process, the House Appropriations
Committee included 4,385 total Member Requested Projects, totaling
$8,221,002,539. The average award ws $1,875,000.

A government spending bill for the remainder of the year including our Community
Project Funding requests was signed into law in December of 2022 by President
Biden.

All15 of my requests were funded, totaling $30,261,795. Every county in MDO6 had at
least two awardees.

The majority of projects requested committee-wide were in the Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development Subcommittee (namely, Community
Development Initiative grants), Labor, Health and Human Services, Education
Subcommittee, Interior Subcommittee (namely, STAG Grants), and Commerce,
Justice, Science Subcommittee.

Included in this guide will be the total funding, average funding, median of funding,
and number of requests for each subcommittee and account.

Our team learned that the House Appropriations Committee values quality projects,
so requests that are of high quality and well put together will have a higher chance
of being included.

When making a request, please request the amount you can conceivably use, even
if that number seems higher than the average award for that account.

The House Appropriations Committee under new leadership made some significant
changes to the Community Project Funding Process for FY 2024. The changes are as
follows:

e The total amount of money available to spend has been cut to .5% of
discretionary spending (in past years it has been 1%). Project costs could end
up limited to partial funding of requests.

e Projects must now be tied to existing federal authorization law (more detail
can be found in the account descriptions).

e Museums, Memorials, and “Commemorative” Projects are no longer eligible
for funding.

e Eligibility for Non-Profits has been limited in certain cases (more details can
be found in the account descriptions).
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e Accounts previously available in Labor, Health and Human Services,
Financial Services and General Government, and Defense Subcommittees
are no longer available for use, and thus unable to be requested.

As more detail becomes available, this guide will be updated.
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Community Project Funding Eligible
Accounts

Agriculture Subcommittee

In FY 23

Total Funding: $190,499,495
Average Project Cost: $1,432,327
Median Project Cost: $1,000,000
Number of Requests: 133

For each Community Project Funding request, Requestors will be asked to respond
to a series of questions intended to provide transparency and ensure the projectis a
valuable use of taxpayer funds.

All CPF requests must meet applicable eligibility requirements for the program in
which the request is made, including applicable underlying statutory and regulatory
requirements (e.g., cost share). Any CPFs that are funded in an appropriations bill
will need to apply to USDA to receive the award. The application will be reviewed for
compliance prior to official award. To ensure your projects meet eligibility
requirements for the Rural Development and Natural Resources Conservation
Service accounts, you must consult with your respective State Rural Development or
State Conservation office which can be found here:

Rural Development: https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/state-offices

Natural Resources Conservation Services:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservationbasics/conservation-by-state/state-offices

Here are the specific pieces of information needed for the Agriculture bill:

1. The website address of the proposed recipient.

2. If there are additional costs necessary to complete the project, have those
been secured?

3. For Rural Development projects, is the project for an eligible purpose and
does it meet all eligibility requirements under current law?

4. Does the entity plan to make grants to other entities from the funds provided
and if so, to whom?

5. Why is the project a priority for the district? Briefly explain the community
benefits.

6. Has any funding for the project been included in any presidential budget and
if so, how much, in which fiscal year, and in which agency or agencies and
program(s)?
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7. Has the project received federal funding before and if so, how much, when,
and from which agency or agencies and program(s)?

8. Have you contacted the State Rural Development Office/State Conservation
Office to discuss the project and confirm eligibility?

9. For ARS B&F only, what is the estimated start date of the project? How soon
could the feasibility/engineering design phase commence? [mm/yy]

10. For ARS B&F only, does the project have distinct and separable phases?

M. Eor ARS B&F only, what is the estimated completion date of the project?
When does completion of construction occur? [mm/yy]

12. For ARS B&F only, have you verified that this facility is owned or operated by
the Agricultural Research Service?

13. EFor ReConnect requests only, please provide relevant information, such as the
number of households, businesses, or farms that would be served, what the
performance of the service to be offered will be, and whether healthcare or
educational facilities will be served.

14. For Conservation Operations, briefly describe how the project will reduce soil
erosion, enhance water supplies, improve water quality, increase wildlife
habitat, or other objectives that will help conserve, maintain, and improve
natural resources.

15. For Water and Waste requests only, provide relevant information, such as the
number of households, businesses, or farms that would be served.

Department of Agriculture

Community Facilities Grants (Rural Housing Service)

In FY 23

Total Funding: $126,864,282
Average Project Cost: $1,307,879
Median Project Cost: $875,000
Highest Request: $4,950,000
Lowest Request: $30,000
Number of Requests: 97

All projects submitted must be for the purposes authorized in Section 306 of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 7 U.S. Code section 1926(a).

Grants to purchase, construct, or improve essential community facilities, to purchase
equipment, and pay other related project expenses. Examples of eligible projects
include but are not limited to: medical or dental clinics, healthcare facilities, police or
fire departments, and public works vehicles. Priority will be given by the committee
to essential projects, such as those focused on public health and safety. Any project
must serve a rural area as specified in 7 CFR 3570.53 (rural areas including cities,
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villages, townships and Federally Recognized Tribal lands with no more than 20,000
residents), and the Member's request must demonstrate community support.
Requests should ensure that their request provides the fullest description of the
project as possible. Submissions should include details on all proposed uses of
funds, activities that will occur, timeline, and detailed information on the complete
service territory, including median household income of the proposed project.

Please review all program regulations carefully, most notably:

e Cost share requirements. The Community Facilities program has a cost share
calculated on a graduated scale. The applicant should be aware of any cost
share as documented in 7 CFR 3570.63(b).

e Credit Elsewhere Test. Applicants shall certify they cannot finance the project
from their own resources and credit is not otherwise available on reasonable
terms from non-Federal sources.

Community Facilities grants cannot be used to pay initial operating expenses or
annual recurring expenses, refinance existing debt, pay interest, build or repair
facilities in non-rural areas, or pay for construction costs of facilities that will be used
for commercial rental space.

The State Rural Development Office is a valuable resource to answer program
guestions, including eligibility and non-federal cost share requirements.

For fiscal year 2023, the average CPF funding level was $1.3 million. Any future
potential project caps will be determined by the Chair after reviewing the full
universe of requests.

ReConnect Program (Rural Utilities Service)

In FY 23

Total Funding: $15,512,313
Average Project Cost: $1,193,255
Median Project Cost: $925,070
Highest Request: $3,750,000
Lowest Request: $196,269
Number of Requests: 13

All projects submitted must be for the same purposes authorized in the pilot
program established by section 779 of division A of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141).

ReConnect broadband pilot grants facilitate broadband deployment in rural areas.
Grant funding can be used for the costs of construction, improvement, or
acquisition of facilities and equipment needed to provide broadband service to rural

Office of Rep. David Trone 13



areas without sufficient broadband access, which is defined as 25 Mbps downstream
and 3 Mbps upstream.

The area must be rural and lack sufficient access to broadband service. A rural area is
any area which is not located within a city, town, or incorporated area that has a
population of greater than 20,000 inhabitants. Sufficient access to broadband is
defined as greater than 90% of any rural area in which households have fixed,
terrestrial broadband service delivering at least 25 Mbps downstream and 3 Mbps
upstream. Mobile and satellite services will not be considered in making the
determination of sufficient access to broadband.

Stand-alone, middle-mile projects are not eligible under the ReConnect Program.
However, middle-mile facilities are eligible if they are needed to bring sufficient
broadband service to all premises in the area.

It is strongly recommended that Community Project Funding requests include
specific information, such as the number of households, businesses, or farms that
would be served in the area, what the performance of the service to be offered
would be, and whether healthcare or educational facilities would be served.

USDA's Rural Development is a valuable resource to answer program questions,
including eligibility.

For fiscal year 2023, the average ReConnect CPF award was nearly $1.2 million. Any
future potential project caps will be determined by the Chair after reviewing the full
universe of requests.

Additionally, when submitting a request, requestors are reminded that all policies
and procedures apply, including environmental and related reviews and the cost
share requirement of 25% of the overall project cost. Policies and procedures can be
found at https://go.usa.gov/xexPT.

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grants
No requested projects in FY 23

All projects submitted must be for the purposes authorized in Section 2331 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, 7 U.S. Code section 950aaa.

The Distance Learning and Telemedicine program (DLT) helps rural residents better
utilize the enormous potential of modern telecommunications and the internet for
education and healthcare, two critical components of economic and community
development. The DLT program helps rural communities acquire the technology
and training necessary to connect educational and medical professionals with
students, teachers, and patients in rural areas.
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Grants may be used for audio and video equipment, broadband facilities that
support distance learning or telemedicine (not actual broadband), computer
hardware or network components/software, and acquisition of instructional
programming.

All requests are subject to all the regulations governing the program which can be
found at 7 CFR Part 1734. The program requires a 15% match that cannot come
from another federal source. The State Rural Development Office is a valuable
resource to answer program questions, including eligibility. Requestors are strongly
encouraged to provide as much detail as possible on how the award will be utilized,
what equipment of service will be acquired and any information on population(s)
served. The program is intended to serve rural areas with populations of 20,000 or
less.

Rural Water and Waste Disposal Grants
This is a new account for FY 24

All projects submitted must be for the purposes authorized in Section 306 of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 7 U.S. Code section 1926(a)(2).

The Water and Waste Disposal Grant Program may be used to finance the
acquisition, construction or improvement of drinking water sourcing, treatment,
storage and disposal; sewer collection, transmission, treatment and disposal; solid
waste collection, disposal and closure; and storm water collection, transmission, and
closure.

Requestors are strongly encouraged to provide as much detail as possible on the
number of households and businesses served, and details of the exact work to be
completed.

Eligible entities include rural areas and towns with a population of 10,000 or less and
Tribal lands in rural areas. The account has not been subject to CPFs in the previous
years. Potential recipients will be required to provide a 25% non-federal cost share.

The State Rural Development Office is a valuable resource to answer program
guestions, including eligibility.

Agricultural Research Service, Buildings and Facilities

In FY 23

Total Funding: $25,900,000
Average Project Cost: $3,237,500
Median Project Cost: $2,630,000
Highest Request: $7,115,000
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Lowest Request: $525,000
Number of Requests: 8

All projects submitted must be for the purposes authorized in 7 U.S. Code section
2250.

The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) owns and operates laboratories and facilities
across the United States. Many of these laboratories/facilities are decades old, have
outlived their functional lifespan, and are badly in need of major repairs, renovation,
or replacement. Facility requests must be for ARS-owned or operated facilities.
Requests can assist in the acquisition of land, construction, repair, improvement,
extension, alteration, and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities as necessary to
carry out the agricultural research programs of the Department of Agriculture. It is
strongly encouraged that Community Project Funding requests include details on
the research to be conducted, why the research is a high priority, as well as details
on the modernization and why it is critical in carrying out the research. Requests for
ARS-owned facilities will be given priority for funding.

https:/www.ars.usda.gov/about-ars/

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Conservation Operations

In FY 23

Total Funding: $22,222,900
Average Project Cost: $1,481,527
Median Project Cost: $1,200,000
Highest Request: $4,000,000
Lowest Request: $175,000
Number of Requests: 15

All projects submitted must be for the purposes authorized by the Soil Conservation
and Allotment Domestic Act of 1935, 16 U.S. Code sections 590a-590d and 590f-g.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) supports private landowners,
conservation districts, and other organizations to conserve, maintain, and improve
the Nation’s natural resources. Conservation Operations has four major program
components: Conservation Technical Assistance, Soil Survey, Snow Survey and Water
Supply Forecasting, and Plant Materials Centers. Examples of specific objectives
include reduce soil erosion, improve soil health, enhance water supplies, improving
water quality, increasing wildlife habitat, and reducing damage caused by floods
and other natural disasters.

It is strongly encouraged to provide details on the work to be done, including if the
project will conduct surveys, investigations, or research, and if there is a plan to
publish the results of any such work. Requests should also describe any preventive
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measures to be taken, such as engineering operations, methods of cultivation, or
changes in use of land.

For FY24, the Subcommittee will only consider projects for funding recipients that
are State, local, and Tribal organizations, or public conservation districts. Non-profit
recipients will not be considered.
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Commerce, Justice, and Science Subcommittee

In FY 23

Total Funding: $439,263,000
Average Project Cost: $1,525,219
Median Project Cost: $750,000
Number of Requests: 288

Department of Justice

State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance - Byrne Justice Assistance
Grant (JAQ)

In FY 23

Total Funding: $126,528,000
Average Project Cost: $910,273
Median Project Cost: $577,000
Highest Request: $7,400,000
Lowest Request: $12,000
Number of Requests: 139

All projects submitted must be for activities consistent with, and supportive of, the
Office of Justice Programs’' mission and aligned with one or more of the purposes
described in the Byrne Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) program, section 501 of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. § 10152).

34 US.C.10152(d) provides:

e (d) Prohibited uses: Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, no
funds provided under this part may be used, directly or indirectly, to provide
any of the following matters:

o (1) Any security enhancements or any equipment to any
nongovernmental entity that is not engaged in criminal justice or
public safety.

o (2) Unless the Attorney General certifies that extraordinary and
exigent circumstances exist that make the use of such funds to
provide such matters essential to the maintenance of public safety
and good order-

m (A) vehicles (excluding police cruisers), vessels (excluding police
boats), or aircraft (excluding police helicopters);

m (B) luxury items;
(C) real estate;
(D) construction projects (other than penal or correctional
institutions); or
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m (E) any similar matters.

Awarded grants will be subject to the requirements of 2 CFR Part 200 and the DOJ
Grants Financial Guide.

Allowable costs are those costs consistent with the principles set out in 2 CFR Part
200, Subpart E, and those permitted by the grant program authorizing legislation.

Byrne JAG Grants assist state, local, and tribal law enforcement efforts to prevent
crime, improve the criminal justice system, provide victims' services, and other
related activities. Community projects funded under this category must comply
with the requirements cited in JAG statutes and be consistent with U.S.
Department of Justice guidance for the program. Below are the links to the
Department’s guidance and frequently asked questions regarding Byrne-JAG:

https://bja.ojp.gov/program/jag/overview

https://bja.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh186/files/media/document/jag-fags.pdf

In addition, the Chair will not support the use of Byrne Justice Community Project
Funding for the following:

Initiatives that involve the distribution of drug paraphernalia.
Initiatives that undermine the 2nd Amendment or infringe upon rights
guaranteed by the Constitution without due process of law.

e [nitiatives that appear to be anti-law enforcement or unrelated to criminal
justice.

e Larger projects for the construction or renovation of penal or correctional
institutions that will exceed the capability of single-year funding.

In the event of limited funding, the Chair will prioritize projects focused on
improving the effectiveness of law enforcement, increasing officer safety, curbing
the opioid crisis, and other strategic priorities.

Projects with non-profit recipients may be eligible, so long as the purpose is to carry
out work that closely aligns with the purposes of the Byrne JAG program. Such
projects will be closely examined.

Requestors submitting Byrne JAG project requests are required to submit answers
to the following additional questions. Failure to complete all required questions will
result in an incomplete project request. Incomplete project requests will not be
considered for community project funds.

e Please describe, with as much specificity as possible, the overall objectives of
the proposed project and how the requested funds would be spent to
achieve those goals.

e If a non-profit, is the recipient entity a non-profit organization as described
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 19867
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Please provide the location of this project, in the format ‘City (or County),
State’.

Is the requested project currently authorized in law? If yes, please provide a
specific legal citation of such authorization.

Is the purpose of this request the construction or renovation of a building?
[yes/no]

Are the proposed project activities consistent with the activities of the Federal
agency? [yes/no]

o If yes, please describe how these activities are consistent with the
activities of the Federal Agency. If not, why is the project being
requested?

Has the project been funded in the past? [yes/no]

o If the project has been funded in the past, how much funding has
been provided to date?

o If the project has been funded in the past, were such funds provided
for discrete, severable activities?

Please specify any non-Federal sources of funding that have been or are fully
anticipated to be applied toward the project, including any dollar amounts
and timelines for funding.

Is the proposed recipient currently in material non-compliance of a prior
grant award made by the proposed Federal funding agency? [yes/no]

Can this project spend a smaller amount of appropriated funds within 12
months of the enactment of the appropriations act? [yes/no] If yes, please
provide any details that may be helpful for understanding the scalability of
the project.

Is this proposed project a priority for the local community? [yes/no]

o If the project is 